
 

FARISMUN DELEGATE GUIDE 
 

Welcoming Letter 
A Note from The FARISMUN Team 

 
Dear delegates, guests and all participants, 
 
It is a great honor to finally bring you our school's first-ever Model UN, FARISMUN! 

 
Through this conference, FARISMUN aims to acknowledge and raise awareness concerning real-world 
problems. It strives to provide an invaluable opportunity for potential delegates from all different 
backgrounds to come together in a joined effort to find resolutions in our "Strive for Serenity" (this 
year's theme). 
 
We believe that your preparation is the true driving force behind our conference. This guide is generally 
intended for delegates of all experience levels, even if FARISMUN is not necessarily your first 
simulation. It will help you not only understand the structure of our conference but aid you in different 
areas of the preparation process such as the research phase.  
 
As a delegate, you should carefully review the sections that discuss rules of procedure, as our policies on 
these aspects of the simulation may differ from other conferences. Please do not hesitate to direct 
specific questions about particular committee topic areas to that committee’s chair.  
 
The FARISMUN Team wishes you the best of luck, and we look forward to seeing you! 
 
Sincerely,  
The FARISMUN Team 
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Introduction to the Model United Nations 
 
What is the UN? 
The United Nations (UN) is, without question, the most influential organization of our day. 
Since its inception, the UN has operated on an international scale intervening in global 
disputes and resolving real-world problems. It is most recognizable for its mission and 
dedication to ensure socio-economic stability, drive sustainable development, and most 
significantly, maintain peaceful diplomatic conduct between all nations. Moreover, it is 
centered on representing and protecting the human rights of its member states' populations.  
 
The UN rose as an intergovernmental organization following the devastation of World War II. 
It was officially founded on the 24th of October, 1945 after 50 nations signed what is known as 
the United Nations Charter: a set of universal regulations that help guide international 
discourse. This marked a memorable moment in history as all countries, whether allies or 
adversaries, came together driven by the shared hope of sustaining peace indefinitely. To this 
day, we celebrate the establishment of the UN as a day of global peace and unity. 
 

 
 
Aims and Objectives of a MUN Conference 
The Model United Nations, usually abbreviated as the MUN, is a conference whose main aim is 
to academically simulate the United Nations to educate students about international relations 
and the relevant political, social, or economic bodies. It is an interactive, interdisciplinary 
simulation that places students in the role of official UN delegates. Participants research a 
country, take on roles as diplomats, investigate international issues, debate, deliberate, 
consult, and then develop resolutions.  
 
Moreover, the conference strives to inspire global mindedness as it promotes not only 
awareness but also understanding of current problems. The MUN helps provide an atmosphere 
where students can progress in their communication skills and open-mindedness. Through 
this, delegates will also take a closer look at the needs, goals, struggles, and foreign policy of 
the countries they will represent during the event. 
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Our Mission  
 
FARISMUN’s mission is to achieve multiple goals. One of those goals is to create a Model 
United Nations conference that allows talented delegates to engage in meaningful discussions 
and debates on global issues that will eventually result in thoughtful, realistic and peaceful 
resolutions. Not only do we want the youth to learn about critical issues that face and are still 
facing our world, but also to improve their public speaking and social skills. FARISMUN’s 
mission is also to promote awareness as well as spread tolerance and acceptance of people from 
different cultures and backgrounds. Hopefully, FARISMUN inspires, informs, and motivates 
the youth to help in the making of a better world.  
 

 
 

About our Theme:  ‘Strive for Serenity’ 
 
Today, we are living in a world of upheaval, full of protests and revolutions. For the first annual 
FARISMUN conference, the theme will hold the name ‘Strive for Serenity’. With all the chaos 
going on around the world at the moment, the decision to focus on a theme surrounding our 
‘Strive for Serenity’ came quite naturally. Our theme envelopes the issues surrounding our 
fight for peace; our fight for economic peace, political peace, environmental peace, and all that 
follows. It is a theme that holds several controversial and significant topics within, which the 
delegates will discuss and explore throughout the committee sessions and work on creating 
numerous peaceful resolutions.  

 
 

Preparing for the Conference 
 
Purpose of the UN 
The UN is still based upon the same initial principles it was originally founded on as mentioned 
in its Charter: 

1. To maintain worldwide peace and security 
2. To develop and nurture positive relations amongst all members 
3. To foster and promote cooperation between nations in its attempts to solve global 

issues 
4. To provide a platform for its member states to come together and discuss problems 
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It is important to always keep these goals in mind both during your preparations and 
throughout the conference. No MUN experience is truly complete until its goals are met and 
legible or feasible real solutions are passed on to solve current global issues. 
 

 
 

Researching Your Delegation 
Students participating in the MUN are commonly referred to as delegates. Each delegate is 
assigned his or her committee and a nation to represent during the debates. Delegates are 
expected to be able to assume the roles of their assigned delegations or organizations. This will 
require participants to be aware of their delegation's needs and interests so that they would be 
able to better portray how that country would act or respond in real life. 
 
Every delegation has its distinct regulations concerning political and international procedures. 
Hence, it is not only important for the delegate to be familiar with the physical conditions 
internal to a nation but also the economic, political, and social factors that play into its status 
quo and might be of influence elsewhere. While a delegate doesn't need to know every 
statistical data around a country, being more aware of how their assigned delegation compares 
with others in the committee might prove helpful in the debates.  
 
When researching your delegation, it'll look overwhelming to discern what information is 
accurate and which resources are reliable. Consequently, it may be more beneficial to start 
looking into a country's background before eventually researching its stance regarding the 
committee's topic.  
 
Some primary points to cover as such would include but are not limited to a country’s: 

● Physical Conditions 
○ Topography & Geography 
○ Natural Resources 
○ Physical Barriers 

● Economy 
○ GDP and GNP (Per Capita) 
○ Currency Strength & Status (through inflation and deflation) 
○ Primary Imports & Exports 
○ Economic Growth/Depression 

● Environment 
○ GHG and carbon emissions intensity 
○ Energy consumption 
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○ Biodiversity and Habitat protection 
○ Pollution, water, and sanitation 

● Social 
○ Historic Conflicts 
○ Religious & Cultural Background of Population 
○ Economic Disparity & Gender Discrimination 

● Politics and Government 
○ Corruption History 
○ Current Ruling Parties and  Their Significant Actions 
○ Law and Legal Issues 
○ Tension regarding legislation 

 
Sometimes, a delegation might lack the necessary resources to provide consensus or accurate 
statistical data. This might limit a participant’s research as different sources may even provide 
different, opposing pieces of information. In such cases, knowledge of a delegation’s allies and 
adversaries becomes essential as it is more plausible a delegation would parallel the stance and 
ideals of its allies. However, the stance of a participant's delegation must be thoroughly and 
holistically assessed to avoid linking a less developed nation to a more developed one. To 
establish a well-developed and substantial argument, only the common policies and ideals must be 
recognized when referencing an ally for support. 
 
Some other sources to look into when completing your country’s profile or writing a position 
paper include: 
 

● CIA: The World Factbook 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ 

 
● U.S Department of State 

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/index.htm 
 

● United Nations Website 
http://www.un.org/ 

 
● Permanent Mission of Country to the UN 

http://www.un.org/members/missions.shtml 
 

● BBC Country Profiles 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/country_profiles/default.stm 

 
● Library of Congress 

https://www.loc.gov/ 
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● Our World in Data 
https://ourworldindata.org/ 

 
● Observation of Economic Complexity 

https://oec.world/en/ 
 

 
 

Understanding Your Topic 
When researching your committee's topic, you will find that you will come across old and new 
information surrounding the issue. It is important that before you look into your delegation's 
stance specifically, you briefly grasp a general overview of the global atmosphere and attitudes 
surrounding that topic. Moreover, it is always best to work your way up starting with the oldest 
information to more recent news. This way, you'll be able to draw a more conclusive idea of 
your committee's topic with a strong context and background of how the issue came to be. 
Remember that sometimes a nation may not suppose that the topic at hand is even a problem.  
 
To help with this part of your research, some questions that you may wish to consider and look 
into include: 

1. What was the cause of the issue at hand? 
2. Which groups/countries have been affected the most? 
3. Why and where does this topic matter? 
4. What measures are currently being taken to resolve this issue? 
5. How is my assigned delegation related to this topic? 
6. What possible solutions are there to this issue? 
7. Which of these solutions would my delegation most likely support? Why? 

 
Some resources that could include background or current information on the issue your 
exploring: 

● UN Documents 
http://www.un.org/en/documents/ 

 
● News Bank 

http://www.un.org/members/missions.shtml 
 

● SIRS Researcher Database 
http://sks.sirs.com 

 
● BBC NEWS 
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
 

● Global Policy Forum 
http://www.globalpolicy.org 

 
 

 
Our Committees 
 

● The General Assembly: 
○ [DISEC] GA1—Disarmament & International Security Committee: 

The Disarmament and International Security Committee was created as the first 
of the Main Committees in the General Assembly when the UN Charter was 
signed in 1945. Thus, DISEC is often referred to as the First Committee. GA1 
deals with regulation of armaments and weapons trading as well as issues that 
pose a threat to international security. In GA1, delegates find solutions to issues 
concerning illicit arms trading and production and try to prevent the impacts of 
arms trading and production therefore improving international security around 
the world. They could also suggest specific topics for Security Council 
consideration. 

 
 

○ [SPECPOL] GA4—Special Political & Decolonization Committee: 
Established in 1993, SPECPOL is the combination of the Decolonization 
Committee (formerly the Fourth Committee) and the Special Political 
Committee. It is concerned with problems in relation to political stabilisation 
and decolonisation of nations. More specifically, GA4 debates issues 
surrounding the transitioning of a stable government into a country so that it 
can ensure safe and successful progress. Although SPECPOL cannot take away 
sovereignty of a government in a country, they can evaluate the sovereignty of 
the nation itself. 

 
 

○ [Legal] GA6—The Legal Committee: 
The Sixth Committee of the General Assembly deals with issues that concern the 
world in relation to the legal framework of both countries and the UN. GA6 deals 
with the establishment of better legal systems in countries for governmental and 
judicial progress. It also drafts rules of law for the UN to follow when involved in 
a situation and when sending a mission to have the Peacekeeping troops adhere 
to a body of law so that cooperation between the UN and the community being 
helped can be sustained. 
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● [ECOSOC] United Nations Economic and Social Council: 
The Economic and Social Council was established by the UN in 1945. It consists of 54 
member states that serve for a three-year term. ECOSOC generally seeks to establish 
and encourage stronger economic development and social cooperation between states 
and situations. It addresses social issues of economic relevance as they may hinder the 
development and progress of a country. Moreover, it “brings people and issues together 
to promote collective action for a sustainable world”.  This committee is also concerned 
with debating issues surrounding healthcare and its provision. In ECOSOC, issues 
concerning granting all members of society rights and freedoms regardless of their 
race, gender, age, status, religion and culture may also be of interest. 
 
 

● [UNSC] The United Nations Security Council: 
The United Nations Security Council was established in 1945 along with the founding of 
the United Nations itself following the end of the second world war. Hence, the Security 
Council acts as one of the six principal organs of the UN. This committee is responsible 
for the precautionary role of responding to international crises and maintaining 
international peace. In response to such crises, the Council can mandate decisive 
actions such as peace talks, mediation, negotiations, and meetings. Additionally, 
according to Chapter VII of the UN Charter, the Council can approve the use of force if 
there is no other way to maintain international peace. The Security Council can also 
deploy UN peacekeeping operations and impose sanctions on states. Only the UNSC has 
this power. 
 
 

● [UNHRC] The United Nations Human Rights Council: 
The United Nations Human Rights Council is an intergovernmental body responsible 
for the task of promoting and protecting all human rights. Made up of 47 states, the 
UNHRC has a global reach as it addresses the violation of rights in conflict areas 
including those of an economic, social or cultural nature. While the UN has adopted the 
broad goal of addressing human rights in the UN Charter, UNHRC serves as the main 
forum for dialogue and intergovernmental cooperation on a variety of human rights 
issues. Consequently, they are tasked with making and releasing recommendations 
concerning what the best course of action should be taken. This committee aims to 
maintain and protect universal rights that should be granted to everyone.  
 
 

● [UNODC] United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime: 
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime was established in 1997 by combining 
the United Nations Drug Control Program and the Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice Division. Its creation is a direct response to the intertwined and ever-present 
topics of drug trafficking and abuse, the growing globalisation of organised crime, 
international terrorism and political corruption. It pursues these goals by providing 
research, guidance and support to governments willing to implement and adopt 
various related treaties, conventions and protocols.  
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● [IMF] International Monetary Fund: 
The IMF is an organisational body comprised of 189 countries. Headquartered in 
Washington, D.C., it is primarily dedicated to establishing and facilitating 
international trade, financial stability, and sustainable growth. Since its inception in 
1944, the International Monetary Fund aims to improve the economies of its member 
countries. It usually does this by overseeing the international monetary system, 
providing loans to countries with large deficits and advising governments on how to 
develop modernised economic institutions. Other functions of the IMF include 
promoting employment and exchange-rate stability as well as periodically reducing 
poverty around the world. 

 
 

 
Public Speaking and Language 
 

Confidence in Stance 
Communicating your ideas clearly and presenting them openly in a public forum is essential to 
the success of any MUN experience. Hence, it is understandable how speaking in front of a 
large audience, especially on stage, might be frightening for some delegates. In fact, public 
speaking may even be intimidating for those who've done it before at other conferences. 
Practice is the key to overcome this anxiety. Every speaker must grow comfortable with the 
idea of him or her speaking. Developing confidence will prove invaluable throughout the 
debates. Moreover, a simultaneously firm and relaxed posture will help radiate such 
confidence and attract the audience’s attention. These skills work hand in hand in strongly 
conveying the central message of the speaker and making a significant impact on the topic. 
 
Voice and Gestures 
Speaking in an engaging matter will help a delegate show exemplary awareness and 
attachment to the topic. Instead of a monotonous tone, a more passionate attitude towards the 
topic might help emphasize the significance of one's stance or perspective. One can also signify 
confidence and a solid understanding of the points he or she is expressing and arguing for if 
their tone is modulated. When complemented by hand gestures, delegates might find 
themselves more likely to personally connect with other delegates in the audience. 
 
Use of Language 
Alongside presentation, rhetorical appeals and formal language truly add to the quality of the 
speech and credibility of the speaker. Implementing these literary devices is an effective means 
of establishing a concrete connection with one's audience. Not only do they aid in getting a 
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delegate's message across but they could also possibly gear an audience toward agreeing or 
siding with that stance.  
 

 

 
Writing Opening Speeches 
There are two main opportunities to make speeches in a Model UN conference:  
 

● Speakers List: When a committee begins, usually on the first day, the chair will devise a 
list of delegates who wish to give speeches. These speeches are generally about a 
delegation's stance towards the topic at hand. They usually last between 1 to 2 minutes 
in length. The first time you speak on the 'Speakers List' is referred to as your opening speech. 
Opening speeches are supposed to be prepared prior to the conference. After your first 
speech, you can send a note to the chair to request to be put on the list again. 
 

● Moderated Caucus: Whereas the 'Speakers List' is about the topic in general before a 
debate takes place, a moderated caucus is focused on a more specific issue within the 
confines of the topic being debated. As such, delegates often do not have any significant 
amount of time to prepare for these speeches beforehand. A moderated caucus doesn't 
require a list, instead, delegates are expected to raise their placards and wait for the 
chair to call on them to speak. Each delegate typically gets around 30 seconds to a 
minute to speak.  

 
While this section of the guide is specifically focused with writing opening speeches, the same 
structure can be used for other speeches that’ll be delivered at the conference. 
 
Structure of an Opening Speech 
One of the easiest ways to organize your speeches is to use the following three-part formula:  

1. Hook: An engaging way to grab your audience’s attention;  
2. Point: Your country policy on the topic; and,  
3. Call to Action: Your possible solutions to the topic.  

 

Note that an opening speech is a formal speech and should consequently be delivered in the 3rd 
person. 
 

1. Hook  
The beginning of a speech should grab your audience’s attention. It helps set your tone and 
dictates how an audience will respond to the rest of your speech. Listed below are examples of 
some of the different types of hooks you may implement in your speech. 
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● Question: Asking the audience a question is often an easy way to get their attention.  
Example: “Do you think it is possible for us to live in a world without poverty? The people of my 
country think so. We believe we can achieve the end of poverty.”  
 

● Quote: A quote engages the audience when they recognize the figure you’re quoting.  
Example: “Fifty years ago, United States President John F. Kennedy said, ‘Ask not what your 
country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.’ Today, ask not what the world can 
do for you, but what you can do for the world.”  
 
 

● Statistic: A statistic can grab an audience’s attention if it is surprising or interesting.  
Example: “Over 1 billion people around the world live on less than US$1.25 a day. Over 1 billion 
people live in extreme poverty.”  
 

● Story: A story is the oldest form of communication and if told well, can certainly grab an 
audience’s attention. But speeches in MUN are typically very short, so keep the story 
brief!  
Example: “Several years ago, in rural Pakistan, a girl was walking to school when a gunshot rang 
out–and she was shot in the head. The Taliban shoots girls that go to school. But that girl 
survived, and today she fights for girls’ right to education around the world. That girl’s name was 
Malala.”  

 
2. Point  

This part of your speech should outline and clearly define what is your purpose: the reason why 
you’re speaking. Once you have your audience’s attention, you should deliver your point. MUN 
speeches are often short, so stick to one point. Make it significant but simple to understand. In 
an opening speech, the “point” is to state your country's policy or position regarding the topic. 
You could then offer 2-3 reasons explaining why your assigned delegation had adopted this 
policy.  
 

Example: “The Republic of Korea believes that education is a human right, and that all people 
should have access to education. Education is a pathway out of poverty for millions in developing 
countries, like Korea was just a few decades ago. Education is the driver of change and 
development in this world, and education is critical for the human race to continue to thrive and 
grow.” 

 
3. Call to Action  

It is preferred that you end your speech with a call to action. In this part, you offer and 
advocate for what you believe could be a specific solution to the topic of discussion.  
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Example: “To provide universal access to education, Korea proposes the creation of an 
international fund called ‘Education For All’ that will support 3 programs in developing 
countries: building more schools, training new teachers, and preventing girls from dropping out 
of school. We call upon the international community to create and donate to this fund, so we can 
guarantee education as a right globally.”  

 
 

Sample Opening Speech  
 

Honorable chairs and fellow delegates; 
 

The delegation of Norway believes that reducing child mortality is crucial to our United 
Nations assembly. This delegate feels that the problem of children dying before the age of five 
is one that requires immediate attention because the death of future generations would be 
detrimental to the development of a society.  

 

Under Article 6 in The Convention on the Rights of the Child by UNICEF, children have the 
right to live and governments should ensure that children survive and develop healthily, 
therefore this delegate believes that this United Nations assembly should work together in 
order to abide to this article.  

 

Lack of basic health equipment, hygiene and resources have been the main contributors to 
higher child mortality rates, higher maternal mortality rates and serious illnesses. Being a 
more economically developed country, Norway has contributed funds towards rectifying this 
problem and would invite other MEDC’s to do the same.  
 

Additionally, this delegate strongly encourages the implementation of measures to halt the 
spread of HIV, measures to reduce maternal mortality rates and measures to reduce the 
incidence of mosquito borne disease.  
 

This delegates hopes for a fruitful and constructive debate in order to solve the issues at hand 
today.  

Thank you  
 

 
 

Rules of Procedure 
 
Rules of procedure are utilised by most Model UN conferences to maintain order and decorum 
by deciding who speaks, on what and when. This is essential as delegates put forth their points 
of view and interact with other States on lengthy agendas. For the most part, this conference 
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will be following the North American (UNA-USA) style in conducting its debates. The rules 
of procedure that will be followed are shown below. 
 
Flow of Debate 
 

Start of Committee: 
● Dias (Chairs) begins with roll call 
● Delegates may respond “present” (can abstain from voting)  or “present and voting” 

(must vote) 
● Next, the Dias asks to hear any points or motions (to make a point or motion, delegates 

must raise their country placards) 
● If there are no points or motions on the floor, Dias will recognize the next speaker on 

the Speakers’ List from the previous session 
● In the first committee session, a delegate must move to open the Speakers’ List 
● During the first committee session, the agenda must also be set (choose topic 1 or 2) 

 
Speakers’ List: 

● The Speakers’ List is the default format of committee, if there are no points or motions 
● A country may only appear on the list once at any given time 
● A delegate can be added by raising their placard when the Dias asks or by sending a note 

to the Dias 
● The speaking time will be set by the delegate who moves to open the Speakers’ List, but 

a delegate may move to change the speaking time 
● If the Speakers’ List is exhausted and no other delegates wish to be added, committee 

moves immediately into voting procedure on any draft resolutions that have been 
introduced 

● If there is still time remaining when a delegate concludes his or her speech, he or she 
must yield his or her time (to the Dias, to another delegate, or to questions, by saying 
either “I yield my time to …”) 

● Yielding to Dias ends the speech, yielding to another delegate allocates the remainder of 
the time to that delegate (the second delegate may not yield to a third delegate), and 
yielding to questions allows for feedback from other delegates 

 
Moderated Caucus: 

● When the Speakers’ List is open, a delegate may introduce a motion for a moderated 
caucus, which is a less formal debate format to debate a specific subset of the topic 

● No set speaking order; each new speaker is chosen after the previous speaker concludes 
● A delegate may not yield her or his time; if delegate finishes early, move to next speaker 
● Must have a set topic, duration, and speaking time (which will be voted on) 
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Unmoderated Caucus: 

● When the Speakers’ List is open, a delegate may introduce a motion for an 
unmoderated caucus, the least formal debate format 

● Delegates may move around the room and speak freely to one another to draft 
resolutions 

● Delegates may not leave the room without permission from the committee chair 
 
Resolutions: 

● The first stage of resolutions are “working papers,” or the first draft of a resolution 
○ Working papers, like draft resolutions, require sponsors and signatories 
○ Sponsors must submit working papers to the Dias for feedback 
○ Committee discusses working papers and subsequently moves to creating draft 

resolutions 
● Draft resolutions should be improved and edited versions of working papers 

○ Like working papers, they will be assigned numbers based on the order in which 
they were received by the Dias 

● When a working paper is ready to be introduced as a draft resolution, one of its 
sponsors may move to introduce a new draft resolution 

○ This motion is not voted on, but instead is at the discretion of the Dais 
○ At that point, the committee will be given time to read the resolutions 
○ Then the sponsors will explain it and answer questions in a Q&A session 
○ The Dias chooses the allotted time for each activity 

● If delegates wish to improve a draft resolution, they may pass an amendment 
○ Amendments must first be written down with a sponsor and signatories 
○ If all sponsors of the draft resolution agree that the amendment should be 

added, it is considered a “friendly amendment,” meaning it can be added 
without debate 

○ If at least one sponsor does not agree with the amendment, it is considered an 
“unfriendly amendment” and needs support from a majority of the committee 

● After debate, delegates may move to enter voting procedure 
○ When entering voting procedure, four delegates can speak, two in favor and two 

against 
○ If the motion passes, doors are closed and no delegates may enter or exit the 

room until all voting has been completed 
● Amendments are voted on first 

○ Each amendment is read, with one or two speakers for and against, and then 
voted upon 
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● During voting procedure, delegates may move to ask for each country’s vote 
individually (“roll-call vote”) or to vote on different parts or clauses of the resolution 
instead of all at once by dividing the question 

○ Delegates may not pass two draft resolutions that have conflicting clauses 
○ Once a draft resolution passes, it becomes a Resolution 
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  Adapted from the THIMUN  Rules of Procedure
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Points 
At MUN conferences, there are several types of Points. Below, you can read about them and see 
their purpose. 
 
 
Point of Personal Privilege: 
This point refers to the comfort and wellbeing of a delegate. When it is a point of personal 
privilege due to audibility, it may then only interrupt the speaker. It cannot refer to the content 
of a speaker’s statement. It is not a point that is debatable and doesn’t require any other 
delegate to second it. 

 

Example: “Point of Personal Privilege! Could the Air Conditioning be turned on, as it is a bit 
warm in here?” 

 
 
Point of Order: 
Refers to the rules of Procedure. A Point of Order is called if a delegate doesn’t agree to a 
decision/ruling made by the chair. It isn’t debatable and it can’t interrupt the speaker. It can 
refer to a current decision made by the chair or to a general procedural matter.  
 

Example: “Point of Order!” Is it in order for delegates to yield the floor more than once, as the floor 
was just yielded to Japan?” 

 
 
Point of Information to the Speaker: 
Remember, when you ask your Point of Information, remain standing as a mark of respect. 
It is a question directed to the delegate who has the floor about their delegation’s views or 
about the speech. It is a question to the speaker, not a comment!  
 

If you want to get some information on the topic across the house, you can do so by 
formulating it as a question. 
 

Example: “Is the delegate aware that…” or “Does the delegate agree that…” 
 

Do not ask another question to the delegate unless the chair has allowed you to (request of 
follow up) as there is no direct dialogue between delegates. 
 

Example: “Does the delegate feel that the Six-Party Talks would be able to enforce the ideas in this 
resolution to DPR Korea?” 
 

Point of Information to the Chair: 
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This Point of Information is directed to the chair. It can refer to anything that doesn’t 
pertain to the Rules of Procedure or to Personal Privileges.  
 

It  can be a question or clarification on the issue being debated. 
 

Example: “Point of Information to the chair! Could the chair explain when the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty was signed?” 

 

It can refer to scheduling and the committee’s agenda 

Example: “Point of Information to the chair! What time is lunch?” 
 
 
Point of Parliamentary Enquiry: 
A Point of Parliamentary Enquiry refers to the Rules of Procedure. It is a question on the Rules 
of Procedure. It isn’t like a Point of Order, as that is a question on the chair’s ruling. This is a 
question about the rules in general. 
 

Example: “Point of Order!” Could the chair explain what is meant by abstentions?” 
 
 
Right to Reply 
This is used by a delegate when he or she feels that his or her personal or national integrity has 
been insulted by another delegate. It is not simply to say that someone has offended the 
delegate or their country, instead, it is advised that the delegate reiterate his or her position on 
a certain issue and influence the rest of the committee. 
 

Example of Insult: “Thailand’s incompetent response following last month’s earthquake is 
indicative of their general lack of regard for human life.” 
 

Example of reply: “That country says the incident is in effect of our disregard for human life. This 
is false. Even though civilians were trapped under the building remnants we have been 
contributing combat units to the fire department since its inception. Thailand’s real issue is a lack 
of resources which is why we should be focusing on ....” 

 
 

 
Motions 
Motions refer to any proposal made by a delegate. They are used to transition between 
different stages of the committee and they include: 
 

● Motion to set the agenda. 
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● Motion to set the speakers list. 
● Motion to adjourn, extend, or close Debate. 
● Motion to table or re-introduce a Topic. 
● Motion for a Moderated Caucus. 
● Motion for an Unmoderated Caucus. 
● Motion to Move into Time Against, Time in Open Debate, or Voting Procedure. 
● Motion to introduce, reconsider, or withdraw a Resolution. 

 
 

 

Voting and Yielding 
 
For Voting: 
On Resolutions, Clauses and Amendments, only Member States can vote. This means that 
Observer Status delegates (organisations and unrecognized countries) cannot vote (this doesn’t 
apply to the Advisory Panel).  
 

However, on procedural matters, all delegates have the right to vote. For example, if a motion 
to adjourn debate is called, the chair will ask delegates to vote on it. Here, all delegates have the 
right to vote as it is a procedural matter. 

 
For Yielding: 
Delegates can only yield once consecutively. One delegate cannot take the floor, speak, and 
yield to another and have them yield to a third delegate, as it restricts the house from hearing a 
varied range of delegates, who might not share the same views on that resolution and topic. 
 

Therefore, it will be allowed to yield, however, chairs can call it “out of order” after which, 
delegates must then yield the floor back to the chair. 
 

 
 
Amendments Procedure 
 

1. Delegate sends written amendment to chair 
2. Delegate raises placard; wishing to speak 
3. Delegate announces amendment 
4. The amendment is read and noted by the committee 
5. A Time Lapse is set for the amendment: (E.g. 3 minutes in favour, 3 minutes against) 
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6. During Amendment Debate: Delegates debate about the amendment (in the normal 
debate style) 

7. After Time Elapses for the Amendment, voting procedures take place. If passed, the 
resolution is amended. 
 

 
 

Writing Resolutions 
 

A resolution contains all the proposed solutions to a topic. Learning to write a resolution is very 
important because the ultimate goal of the committee sessions is for delegates to come up with 
written solutions to the problems they are trying to solve. The primary authors of the 
resolution will also be recognized as the leaders in the committee which distinguishes them 
from everyone else for awards. 
 
 

Layout and Format 
A resolution is one very long sentence that describes how a committee will address 
the topic they’ve discussed. Resolutions include two types of clauses, called preambulatory 
clauses and operative clauses. It starts, however, with a heading. 

 
1. Heading: 

The heading contains four pieces of information: the committee name, the sponsors, the 
signatories, and the topic (not necessarily in that order depending on each individual 
conference’s rules). 
 
The committee name and topic should be self-explanatory. The sponsors are the authors of the 
resolution. The signatories are other delegates in the committee who do not necessarily agree 
with the resolution but would like to see it debated. Most conferences require a minimum 
number or percentage of sponsors and signatories (or a combination of both) before a 
resolution can be presented—this encourages consensus-building. You will also notice some 
numbering (on the top right corner in the example). This is usually provided by the committee 
chair and is just a way to number the different resolutions—usually by the order they are 
received or approved—so that delegates can easily differentiate or reference them. 
 

Example: 
General Assembly Third Committee, GA3 
Topic: "Strengthening UN coordination of humanitarian assistance in complex 
emergencies" 
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Sponsors: United States, Austria and Italy 
Signatories: Greece, Tajikistan, Canada, Mali, the Netherlands and Gabon 

 
 

2. Preambulatory Clauses: 
Preambulatory clauses set up the context of a resolution 

● They do not do anything; they serve to justify the actions taken later on in the resolution 
● Not numbered and it ends in a comma rather than a semicolon 
● The Preambulatory phrase is italicized, and calls for no specific action from countries 

 
Sample Preambulatory Phrases: 

1. Affirming 
2. Alarmed by 
3. Approving 
4. Bearing in mind 
5. Believing 
6. Confident 
7. Contemplating 
8. Convinced 
9. Declaring 
10. Deeply concerned 
11. Deeply conscious 
12. Deeply convinced 
13. Deeply Disturbed 
14. Deeply Regretting 
15. Desiring 
16. Emphasizing 
17. Expecting 
18. Emphasizing 
19. Expecting 

20. Expressing its 
appreciation 

21. Fulfilling 
22. Fully aware 
23. Emphasizing 
24. Expecting 
25. Expressing its 

appreciation 
26. Fulfilling 
27. Fully aware 
28. Further deploring 
29. Further recalling 
30. Guided by 
31. Having adopted 
32. Having considered 
33. Having examined 
34. Having received 
35. Keeping in mind 

36. Noting with deep 
concern 

37. Nothing with 
satisfaction 

38. Noting further 
39. Observing 
40. Reaffirming 
41. Realizing 
42. Recalling 
43. Recognizing 
44. Referring 
45. Seeking 
46. Taking into 

consideration 
47. Taking note 
48. Viewing with 

appreciation 
49. Welcoming 

 
 

3. Operative Clauses 
Operative clauses are the main substance of a resolution 

● These are the clauses that actually do something (calls for one specific action) 
● Clause is numbered, the operative phrase is underlined, and ends with a semicolon 
● Only the last clause in a resolution should end with a period 
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● Sub-clauses are indicated with a lowercase letter, and sub-sub clauses are indicated 
with lowercase roman numerals 

● There are no underlined words in the sub or sub-sub clauses 
● Please note: most UN committees cannot call for binding action (only 

recommendations) 
○ Words like “requires,” “forces,” and “obligates” may not be used in operative 

clauses except for in committees that may pass binding resolutions, such as the 
UN Security Council 

 
Sample Operative Phrases: 

1. Accepts 
2. Affirms 
3. Approves 
4. Authorizes 
5. Calls 
6. Calls upon 
7. Condemns 
8. Confirms 
9. Congratulates 
10. Considers 
11. Declares 

accordingly 
12. Deplores 
13. Designates 
14. Draws the 

attention 
15. Emphasizes 
16. Encourages 
17. Endorses 

18. Expresses its 
appreciation 

19. Expresses its hope 
20. Further invites 
21. Deplores 
22. Designates 
23. Draws the 

attention 
24. Emphasizes 
25. Encourages 
26. Endorses 
27. Expresses its 

appreciation 
28. Expresses its hope 
29. Further invites 
30. Further proclaims 
31. Further reminds

 

32. Further 
recommends 

33. Further requests 
34. Further resolves 
35. Has resolved 
36. Notes 
37. Proclaims 
38. Reaffirms 
39. Recommends 
40. Regrets 
41. Reminds 
42. Requests 
43. Solemnly affirms 
44. Strongly condemns 
45. Supports 
46. Takes note of 
47. Transmits 
48. Trus 

 
 

 
Sponsors and Signatories 
 
Draft resolutions and working papers must have a certain amounts of sponsors and 
signatories: 
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●  Sponsors are delegates who wrote the working paper, or whose ideas are 
substantially represented in the paper. They count towards the total number of 
signatories. 

● Signatories are delegates who would like to see the working paper debated. They need 
not agree with the content of the resolution they are signing but only that it is worth 
discussing in the committee. 

 
 

 
Amendments 
 
Approved draft resolutions are modified through amendments. An amendment is a written 
statement that adds, deletes or changes an operative clause in a draft resolution. The 
amendment process is used to strengthen consensus on a resolution by allowing delegates to 
change the operative clauses (the pre-ambulatory clauses can not be modified). There are two 
types of amendments: 
 

1. A friendly amendment is a change to the draft resolution that all sponsors agree with. 
After the amendment is signed by all of the draft resolution’s sponsors and approved by 
the committee chair, it will be automatically incorporated into the resolution. 
 

2. An unfriendly amendment is a change that some or all of the draft resolution’s sponsors 
do not support and must be voted upon by the committee. This also refers to delegates 
who did not write this resolution at all but see potential in it as long as several changes 
are made to it. The sponsors of the amendment will need to obtain a required number 
of signatories in order to introduce it. Prior to voting on the draft resolution, the 
committee votes on all unfriendly amendments. 

 
Writing an amendment is very simple. All you have to do is make an operative clause that adds, 
deletes, or changes an operative clause in a draft resolution.  
 

Examples include: 
● Adds an operative clause that reads “14. Encourages all Latin American countries to…” 
● Deletes operative clause 9. 
● Changes operative clause 1 to read “1. Calls upon the Red Cross to provide low-cost medicines…” 
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Sample Resolution 
 
Committee: ECOFIN  
Topic: The availability and funding of public healthcare  
Main Submitter: The Commonwealth of Australia  
Co-Submitters: Turkey, DPR Korea 
Signatories: Chile, USA, Lebanon, Canada, Iraq, Egypt, France, Switzerland, Japan, Syria, 
Ethiopia, Pakistan, Italy, China 
 
Emphasising the use of the resolution 64/108 of the 10th of December 2009 that provides action 
to occur towards enabling healthcare to be more available and funded more sufficiently,  
 
Deeply disturbed by the 94% of people in the world without access to essential health services,  
 
Guided by the knowledge and dedication of the World Health Organization to provide 
enlightenment into having more accessible, useful public healthcare facilities,  
 

1) Instructs all nations to increase their GDP dedicated to healthcare services to at least 
8.5%; 

a) The money will be dedicated to these aspects of healthcare but not limited to: 
i) Essential, untainted equipment that doctors will use to perform 

procedures on patients, 
ii) All member states providing at least one public hospital in every district 

of the nation to ensure that medical aid is always available for anyone, 
iii) The maintenance of already existing hospitals to ensure a sterile, safe 

environment for the sick and to avoid further illness or injury,  
iv) Funding for receiving the safest, most improved treatments and 

medications,  
 

2) Further requests MEDCs to implement a tax policy devoted to funding the nation’s 
healthcare system;  

a) A taxation act called “Public Health Care Tax”  
i) Which takes out 2.0% of one’s paycheck if they receive less than $45,000 a 

year, 
ii) Which takes out 4.0% of one’s paycheck if they receive more than $45,000 

a year  
b) The money will be dedicated to all aspects of the healthcare, 
c) 25% of the money will be dedicated to education in the country;  
d) 10% of the MEDCs taxes go to LEDC healthcare funding,  

 
3) Urges all member states to increase their GDP dedicated to education to at least 3.0%,  

a) To encourage all citizens to pursue fulfilling careers in the medical field or any 
other sufficient jobs, 

i) To be able to have access to essential health care needs, 
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ii) Provide aid to the medical society and allow for a greater access to 
one’s health care needs,   

b) To ensure all citizens are aware of their basic rights and are given the tools to 
advocate for a better society,  

 
4) Calls upon representatives of the World Health Organization 

a)  to provide yearly checkups on Public Hospitals around the world; 
i)  To ensure a safe environment in the hospital and the equipment  

ii) To be sure that sufficient care is being performed by the staff of each 
hospital, 

b) To implement programmes to better the public healthcare systems such as but 
not limited to: 

i) Health Economics and Planning 
ii) Universal Health Coverage 

iii) National, Health Policies and Plans 
c) To deploy volunteers into countries with poor healthcare systems, for the first 

year of these actions being implemented,  
i) Provide aid to the struggling systems,  

ii) Deliver monthly reports on the development of the system as well as how 
it could be improved,  

 
5) Designates first aid tents with certified medical staff in public places to always have 

accessible public healthcare; 
a) The tents will be located in places such as parks, malls or any other public entity,  
b) The team will consist of at least 5 people, 

i) If the injury is too severe, there is an ambulance provided with the tent so 
that they can be rushed to the hospital,   

ii) 2 patrollers: To be scoping out the premises to see if anyone is in need of 
aid, 

iii) 3 medical staff: To stay at the tent to always be ready for any 
emergencies. 

 
 

 
MUN Vocabulary and Terms 
Below is a list of terms you must be familiar with in preparation for the MUN conference. 
 

1. Abstain: During a vote, delegates may elect to not vote yes or no. Instead delegates may 
choose to abstain, signalling that the delegate does not support the resolution being 
voted on, but does not oppose it enough to vote no. 

2. Ad Hoc: Ad Hoc refers to committees like the Security Council, APQ and IGO 
Committees1, where resolutions are not pre-written and then debated, but instead, 
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clauses are submitted by delegates and together the committee debates the clause 
and make amendments to better the clause to appeal to the member states. 

3. Adjourn: The debate is suspended until the next meeting. Usually refers to the 
beginning of a break or the end of a day. 

4. Agenda: The committee’s schedule. 
5. Amendment: A change to a clause or resolution. Secondary amendments are possible. 
6. Binding: For a resolution to be binding, it means that the resolution has the power to 

be forced into action in member states. 
7. Bloc: A group of countries in a similar geographical region or with a similar opinion on 

a particular topic. 
8. Caucus: A break in formal debate so countries can discuss a topic more easily (can be 

moderated or unmoderated). 
9. Chair: A member of the dais that moderates debate and enforces the rules of 

procedure. 
10. Co-submitter: One of the writers of a draft resolution. 
11. Dais: The group of people in charge of a committee (form the chairing team). 
12. Decorum: The order and respect for others that is required for MUN. The Chair will 

call for decorum when he or she feels that all members must maintain order. 
13. Division of the question: The act of voting on certain clauses of a resolution separately 

so that only the clauses that are passed become part of the final resolution. 
14. Draft resolution: A document that seeks to fix the problems addressed by a Model UN 

committee. If passed by the committee, the draft resolution will become a resolution. 
15. Floor: The Floor is a metaphorical area, which delegates can obtain to be able to speak 

on a resolution or clause. 
16. House: When addressing one's committee, it is addressed as “the House”. 
17. Main Submitter: The primary person of a resolution. This delegate has to present the 

draft resolution at hand as well as speak for it unconditionally. 
18. Member state: A country that has ratified the Charter of the United Nations and whose 

application to join has been accepted by the General Assembly and Security Council. 
Currently, there are 193 member states. 

19. Motion: A request made by a delegate that the committee as a whole does something. 
20. Notes and Note-passing: A piece of official delegation paper that can be exchanged 

between delegates pertaining to the debate as they try to get each others’ opinions or to 
get to generally talk to delegates. However, if the house gets rowdy, the has the right to 
suspend note-passing. 

21. Observer: An organization or body that is not a member of the UN but participates in 
its debates. Observers can vote on procedural matters but not substantive matters. 

22. Placard: A piece of cardstock with a country's name on it that a delegate raises in the 
air to signal to the Chair that he or she wishes to speak. 
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23. Point: A request raised by a delegate for information or for an action relating to 
that delegate. 

24. Quorum: A Quorum is the minimum number of delegates required for debate to start. 
25. Right to Reply: where delegates request for permission from a chair to reply to a 

speaker’s comment. 
26. Second: To agree with a proposed motion. Many motions must be seconded before 

they can be brought to a vote. 
27. Secretariat: The most senior staff of a Model UN conference. 
28. Secretary-General: The leader of a Model UN conference. 
29. Signatory: A country that wishes a draft resolution to be put on the floor and signs the 

draft resolution. Keep in mind that a signatory does not need not support a resolution; 
it only wants it to be discussed. Model UN conferences require a minimum number of 
and signatories for a draft resolution to be approved. 

30. Simple majority: More than 50%. Usually, a vote must pass a simple majority if it is to 
pass. 

31. Working paper: A document in which the ideas of some delegates on how to resolve an 
issue are proposed. The precursor to a draft resolution. 

32. Veto: The ability held by China, France, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, 
and the United States to prevent any clause or draft resolution in the Security Council 
from passing by voting no. 

33. Vote: A time at which delegates indicate whether they do or do not support a proposed 
action for the committee. There are two types: procedural and substantive. 

34. Yield: Yielding is where a delegate gives the floor to either another delegate or gives the 
floor back to the chair. 

 
 

 
Common Phrases 
Some common phrases used in the MUN include: 
 

● “Is it in order to…” Is it allowed to 
● “It is in order to…” It will be allowed 
● “It isn’t in order to…” It won’t be allowed 
● “Debate Time” Time set for this debate 
● “Time Constraints” Restrictions of time 
● “Request for Follow up?”  Can I ask another question? (to the chair) 
● “Yield the Floor” Give the floor to someone else 
● “That will be Entertained” That will be allowed to happen 

 
Delegate Guide | FARISMUN 2021 



 

● “That won’t be Entertained” That won’t be allowed to happen 
 

 

Conference Policies 

 

FARISMUN’s Code of Conduct 
 
The FARISMUN Team requests all attending members of the conference to: 
 

● Present themselves formally and professionally (abiding by the dress code) 
● Respect the opinions of other delegates 
● Conduct all situations diplomatically, and with a considerate demeanor 
● Actively engage in debate, providing constructive and valuable points to solving the 

greater issue at hand 
● Avoid engaging in any behaviour that may be disruptive to the committee. In the event 

of such a case, the Secretariat will be notified immediately  
● Understand that any demonstration of discrimination is intolerable and anyone 

exhibiting signs of this will experience immediate ramifications 
● Follow all safety procedures in the event of an emergency 
● Not leave any items unattended, since the security of your items is your personal 

responsibility 
● Refrain from using mobile phones during committee sessions 

 
 

 

Dress Code and Attire 
 
Males: 

● Must wear formal attire (a suit, button-up shirt, formal pants, formal shoes) 
● Hoodies, jackets, jeans, hats and other forms of informal wear is not allowed 

 
Females  

● Respectful clothing should be worn  
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Equipment 
 

● Important documents that are necessary for the conference, such as the research 
binder, opening speech, and position paper, should be printed out in order to ensure 
that the committee sessions run smoothly 

● All delegates are strongly advised to bring their laptops in order to work on resolutions 
and conduct extra research when necessary 

● Notepads and pens will be provided at the conference but delegates are still advised to 
bring extra 
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