
 

 

 
Topic Guide | FARISMUN 2020 

FARISMUN TOPIC GUIDE 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

Meet the Chairs ......................................................................................................................... 2 

 

Committee Introduction ........................................................................................................... 3 

 

Topic Introduction .................................................................................................................... 3 

 

Topic History ............................................................................................................................. 3 

 

Topic Discussion ........................................................................................................................ 4 

 

Key Terms ................................................................................................................................. 4 

 

Key Questions ............................................................................................................................ 4 

 

Citations..................................................................................................................................... 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Topic Guide | FARISMUN 2020 

Meet the Chairs: 
 

Jamal Kilani 
Welcome Delegates! 

My name is Jamal Kilani, I am a student in my junior year of high school, currently studying in 

Saudi Arabia. I am heavily interested in Neuroscience, Clinical Psychology, and Pathology. I 

have had several MUN experiences as a delegate, chair, and organizer. First, Congratulations on 

making it here, it is an honor to have you. I am really looking forward to chairing this committee 

once again. It is my second time chairing Security Council and hopefully, with the help of my 

Co-Chair, this experience will be a success for you and us. Good luck! 

 

Dima Alsudairy 
Greetings Delegates! 

I am Dima Alsudairy, and I’ll be one of your chairs for this committee. I hope this document 

finds you all well and assists you with your research on the topics. On another note, to make you 

all feel comfortable, I think it would be nice to let you know a little bit about myself. This is my 

tenth MUN conference, and I am extremely excited to experience it with you all. I am Saudi 

Arabian, and very passionate about Politics and debating! I love animals and have two pets- 

Shelby (a German Shepherd) and Lucifer (a cat). Occasionally, people call me Lucifer’s mother, 

and I completely do not mind it. I hope you all have a great time in the committee, and I am 

looking forward to seeing some fruitful debates and solutions. 
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Committee Introduction 
The UN Charter gives the Security Council primary responsibility for maintaining international 

peace and security. The Council may convene at any time, whenever peace is threatened. In 

contrast to the decisions made by the General Assembly, all Member States are obligated under 

the UN Charter to carry out the Security Council’s decisions. 

 

There are 15 Council members. Five of these — China, France, the Russian Federation, the 

United Kingdom, and the United States — are permanent members. The other 10 are elected by 

the General Assembly for two-year terms. Member States continue to discuss changes in Council 

membership and working methods to reflect today’s political and economic realities. Decisions 

of the Council require nine yes votes. Except in votes on procedural questions, a decision cannot 

be made if there is a no vote, or veto by a permanent member. 

 

Security Council decisions are formal expressions of the will of the Council. In contrast to the 

decisions taken by the General Assembly, those taken by the Security Council are legally 

binding. Article 25 of the UN Charter states, “The Members of the United Nations agree to 

accept and carry out the decisions of the Security Council in accordance with the present 

Charter.” 

 

 
 

Topic Introduction  
Kashmir is a state with disputed borders between 3 powerful countries - India, Pakistan, and 

China. Both India and Pakistan claim the territory, yet each country only controls a side. In 

recent years, it became the most militarized place on earth. It is currently occupied by more than 

half a million Indian troops and deadly terrorist groups supported by Pakistan. Kashmir has been 

an ongoing war stage between India and Pakistan, and it experienced 3 deadly wars fought by 

massive armies in recent decades. 

 

 
Topic History 

In the mid-1800s, India was a patchwork of several hundred provinces and states under British 

rule. A century later when the British Indian Association won independence- the British left. A 

bloody partition split the region into two parts, consisting of a new Muslim majority country: 

Pakistan and a Hindu majority: India. Wondering states were given the option to choose either 

country in which most ruling monarchs followed the will of their people. Except for the state of 
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Jammu and Kashmir, who had a Muslim majority population and a Hindu monarch, The Hindu 

ruler decided to become neutral, neither joining Pakistan nor India which led to future conflicts 

and wars. 

 

 
Topic Discussion  
The UN Security Council brokered a ceasefire in 1949 in which a line was drawn between two 

sides. Each country controls a side in the hope of peace and gives the rightful owners, the 

Kashmir people, the choice to decide its future on who controls the territory. However, neither 

countries held up their part of the deal- Pakistan argued that Kashmir’s Muslim majority 

population rightfully belonged to them while India insisted that the land was handed to them by 

the Hindu monarch, so both countries added Kashmir to their constitution. India and Pakistan 

have had a tight grip on it for decades ignoring the rightful owners of the state- the Kashmiri 

people who have suffered for more than 70 years an Indian/Pakistan driven cycle of violence, 

retaliation, and exploitation in Kashmir. 

 

 
Key Terms  

1. Territory: An area of land under the jurisdiction of a ruler or state. 

2. Terrorist Groups: a political movement that uses terror as a weapon to achieve its goals. 

3. Elections: a formal and organized choice by vote of a person for a political office or 

other position. 

 
 

Key Questions  
1. Who does Kashmir rightfully belong to? 

2. Should another election happen with the supervision of the United Nations? 

3. What can be done to make the voice of the Kashmir people heard? 

4. How can both countries come to peace?  

5. Should Kashmir become an independent state?  
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Citations 
1. https://www.c-r.org/news-and-insight/how-do-we-address-kashmir-crisis  

2. https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/08/1044401  

3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cyayif_nla8 

4. https://minorityrights.org/2020/06/18/kashmir-a-tale-of-two-lockdowns/ 
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