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Meet the Chairs: 
 

Sarah Nahshal 
I’m Sarah Nahshal and I’ll be having the privilege of chairing the ECOSOC. I’m super glad that 

you all took the time out to participate in such a life-changing opportunity; I quite literally mean 

‘life-changing’. I am thrilled to embark on this journey and highly looking forward to meeting 

you all very soon! 

 

Ibrahim Darwish 
Hello There!! My name is Ibrahim Darwish. I am going to be chairing ECOSOC. I am a student 

in Al-Rowad International School. I started MUN a few years ago as part of a school club and oh 

boy! How much I have changed since is indescribable. I am in love with the feeling I get 

whenever I finish solving a hard-mathematical equation. Pretty random, right? I fear so… Let’s 

not forget that I am a die-hard Star Wars Fan got any references? I assure you I will get them all.  

Can’t wait to see you! 
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Committee Introduction 
The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) was created in 1945 and is one of the main organs 

of the UN. The council consists of 54 members (which are elected every 3 years by the general 

assembly). For a resolution to pass in this council, a simple majority is needed. Which means 

that more than half of the committee has voted for this resolution. 

The council deals with promoting higher standards of living, full employment, and economic and 

social progress; identifying solutions to international economic, social and health problems; 

facilitating international cultural and educational cooperation; and encouraging universal respect 

for human rights and fundamental freedoms and issuing policy recommendations to the UN 

system and to Member States. ECOSOC's purview extends over 70 percent of the human and 

financial resources of the entire UN system. 

 

 
 

Topic Introduction  
The Sustainable Development Goals were made and signed by all United Nations members. 

They are 17 goals that urgently call for action by all countries both developed and developing to 

end poverty and other deprivation. Through improving health and education, reduce inequality, 

and spur economic growth additionally making sure to tackle the climate change problem and 

preserve nature. With the support of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA) 

provides support and capacity building for the Development goals. Although these development 

Goals are needed in all countries they need more work in specific countries also known as the 

fragile states. The 5 most fragile states are Yemen, Somalia, South Sudan, Syria and DR Congo. 

 

In September 2015, Member States of the United Nations adopted a new global development 

framework entitled ‘Transforming Our World: 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development’. The 

new framework officially came into effect upon expiry of the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs) on 1 January 2016 and will run through 2030. The Agenda is “global in nature and 

universally applicable to all countries while taking into account different national realities, 

capacities and levels of development”.1 The Agenda recognizes that while the goals are 

universal, the pathways and pace of progress will vary from country to country and will depend 

on different national realities and challenges. One such challenge critical to success is fragility. 

Institutions and systems are fragile when they: a) exhibit chronically weak capacities to deliver 

their core functions; b) are susceptible to wholesale breakdown when they experience shocks and 

crisis; c) are slow to recover after crisis and d) do not foster state-society relations. Fragility was 

arguably a key impediment to MDG progress, as the worst performers on the MDGs were 

countries that were facing fragile and conflict-affected situations. It remains a major challenge 
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for the 2030 Agenda. The number of people living in fragile situations has risen considerably, 

along with the number of people in those countries living in extreme poverty. 

 

 
Topic History 
In June 1922, at the Rio De Janeiro Earth Summit in Brazil, more than 178 countries adopted 

Agenda 21. Agenda 21 was a comprehensive plan of action to build a partnership globally to 

improve human lives and protect the environment. The Millennium Summit in September 2000 

led to the creation of the MDG (Millennium Development Goals) which included eight goals to 

reduce extreme poverty by 2015. However, in June 2012 UN conference on Sustainable 

development a new document was adopted which was “The future we want” in which they 

decided to launch a process to develop a new set of SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals) to 

add to the MDG. Furthermore in 2015 the General Assembly agreed on the subsequent adoption 

of the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development with 17 main SDGs. Currently the High-Level 

Political Forum on Sustainable Development is responsible for the follow up and review of the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

 
Topic Discussion  
Poverty, lack of education, gender inequality and many other problems that mostly 3 world 

countries suffer from. In 2015 the General Assembly initiated a document that included 17 goals 

(Also called the Sustainable Development Goals). These goals aimed to provide peace and 

prosperity to people and the planet. These goals are listed down below:  

● End poverty in all its forms everywhere. 

● End hunger, achieve food security, improve nutrition and promote sustainable 

agriculture.  

● Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages.  

● Ensure equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.  

● Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls.  

● Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all.  

● Ensure access to affordable, reliable sustainable and modern energy for all.  

● Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive 

employment and decent work for all.  

● Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and 

foster innovation.  

● Reduce Inequality within and among countries  
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● Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable.  

● Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns.  

● Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impact.  

● Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 

development.  

● Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage 

forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt 

biodiversity loss.  

● Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to 

justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels.  

● Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for 

sustainable development.  

 

Although the majority of countries have access to most of these goals there are still countries that 

don't. It will be your job delegates to find ways to provide the countries that don't have access to 

these goals. 

 

 
Key Terms  
 

1. Sustainable Development Goals  

2. Fragile States  

 

 
 

Key Questions  
1. Will the fragile states be willing to support achieving these goals? 

2. How will the funds needed to achieve the goals be acquired?  

3. Will the developed states be willing to provide the necessary resources? 

 

 

 

 


