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Meet the Chairs: 
 

Zahra Irfan 
Greetings Delegates! My name is Zahra Irfan and I will be chairing UNHCR along with my co-

chair Khaled. I am 22 years old and I just ‘graduated’ from the University of Hertfordshire with a 

degree in Business Management. I have attended 6 MUNs in total but this will be my first time 

chairing, so I am very excited. I reside in Riyadh, KSA and I was introduced to MUN in early 

2019 and I have been passionate about it since then, 3 of the 6 have been real MUNs whereas the 

rest have been online due to COVID-19. I look forward to chairing this amazing committee that 

issues prevalent and topics to be discussed. All the best! 

 

Khaled Wahbi 
Hi guys! I'm Khaled Wahbi, an 11th-grade student from Kingdom Schools in Riyadh. I've had 

three MUN experiences thus far: SAMUN 2019, as the delegate of Libya in DISEC; RUHMUN 

2019, as the delegate of Vietnam in UNODC; and SAYMUN II, online as the delegate of France 

in ECOFIN. I am passionate about MUNs, and I look forward to chairing this wonderful 

committee with Zahra and getting to guide and meet all of you in the process. 
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Committee Introduction 
The UNHCR is an agency created in 1950 by the United Nations that aims to help refugees and 

protect their rights, to assist these people in building a better life for themselves. These refugees 

consist of people who are displaced from their countries due to natural disasters, wars, stateless 

people, fear of persecution, etc. 

 

The International Refugee Organization (IRO) was another body created by the UN in 1947 

which was the first ever international agency to combat with the stresses and inhumane treatment 

of refugees. However, in the late 1940’s, the IRO was voted out of favor and the UN decided that 

a separate body was required to monitor the issues of refugees worldwide. Finally, but quite 

reluctantly, the UNHCR was established as a subsidiary of the General Assembly. 

 

Today, the UNHCR employs 17,324 people and about 87% of them work actively on the field 

with the refugees across 135 countries. 

 

Now, the UNHCR keeps a track of the number of the refugees that left their home countries and 

utilize this data and statistics to ensure protection, assistance, and to give solutions. They also 

have contingency plans in the event of a major displacement crisis across the world in order to 

predict any sort of pattern as to how many people will be displaced, what aid will be required, 

amount of staff needed on the field, etc. 

 

 
 

Topic Introduction  
COVID-19. A word that strikes fear in people these days, the modern-day plague. A disease that 

has affected more than 46 million people worldwide, of which 1.19 million cases resulted in 

deaths of the patients. The old and frail as well as people with underlying respiratory issues 

regardless of age. Countries in lockdown, air travel banned and companies and universities 

majorly closing their branches and campuses in fear of spreading this pandemic any further. 

 

However, the issue at hand is more serious than we perceive it to be because citizens of the 

world are being asked to stay at home and isolate, but what about the refugees, these people that 

do not have any place to call home or take shelter in? 

They are left in camps or in unsafe conditions where they are more prone to contracting the virus 

as compared to others. They flee their countries in hopes of a better standard of living for their 

families and fear of persecution, and because of war and famine, yet they are unable to support 

themselves or buy the necessary sanitation products like sanitizers, soaps, masks, etc. They are 
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living in overcrowded camps and shelters and hence they cannot even maintain the standard of 

procedures and social distancing. 

 

 
Topic History 
COVID-19: a disease that has devastated the world both economically and socially, with many 

countries enforcing strict social distancing laws in order to preserve and safeguard their 

population. Yet, in many places, especially big cities, cases continue to surge. This is even more 

so for the millions of refugees living in camps. Although COVID-19 cases have been 

unexpectedly low in the camps, that's mostly due to their isolation and limited access to those 

wanting to enter them. But, as soon as cases start circulating, it will spread like wildfire since 

many refugees live in cramped conditions and are, thus, unable to enforce social distancing. 

Some refugees only have around 3.5 meters of personal living space in camps with over 40,000 

refugees per km sq. Aid agencies have long expressed fears about the potentially devastating 

impacts of the virus for those living in crowded conditions where medical services are sparse, 

especially since in some camps up to 150 people have to use the same sanitation facility and over 

250 people must share the same water tap. This results in a logistical nightmare which makes 

them even more likely to contract and spread the illness. Recent studies have shown that if 

COVID-19 is introduced in camps without sufficient medical and sanitation facilities, there 

would be 1,000 cases in the first 30 days and over 400,000 in 12 months. The UNHCR reports 

the numbers rose sharply in September, though the true number of cases remains unknown 

because of limited testing. 

 

 
Topic Discussion  
A little over a quarter percentage, 25.4% to be exact, of refugees live in camps worldwide. At the 

end of 2015, 56% of the refugee population lived in a managed camp in rural locations as 

compared to 2% of refugees who reside in separate accommodation. 

 

Privileged people like you and I are lucky to have a roof over our heads but these refugees who 

are stuck at these camps and have no other choice of accommodation are suffering in the worst 

ways. Again, these camps are overcrowded as it is, but with COVID-19, these numbers have 

increased and the situation has only gotten worse. We stayed at home all day in comfort during 

quarantine and lockdowns but still complained yet, these people are in these camps where they 

are merely provided with the basic minimum resources while these camps overreach their 

capacity and the refugees must isolate and quarantine in the small spaces they live in. From one 
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horrible situation to another. It's especially difficult on the families who have elders knowing that 

they are at more of a risk of acquiring the virus because once it reaches a camp, it spreads like 

wildfire. When there is over crowdedness, it is quite obvious that the procedures of social 

distancing or proper hygiene cannot be followed because the majority of these camps are often 

underfunded. 

 

Moreover, the government of the host country is also helpless and in a dilemma because they 

want to help out but they have limited funds, which they would want to direct towards healthcare 

and their own citizens hence, camps have to rely heavily on aid and grants. 

 

 

It is up to the UNHCR to help these refugees and to make agreements with the host countries on 

how to help and aid these camps that hold them, at least during 

COVID-19 so as to keep everyone safe because after all these refugees are humans. We also 

need to take into account all the workers and volunteers that work at these camps that expose 

themselves in these dangerous environments. In the long run, all of these will only help lower the 

rate of the cases in the host countries and lessen the burden on them. 

 

At regional level, a World Bank report estimates that the recent Ebola epidemic in Guinea, 

Liberia, and Sierra Leone, cancelled-out many of the previous years' economic gains for these 

countries which, until then, were among the fastest-growing economies in the world.4 Another 

WHO report explains further that the outbreak caused a substantial loss of growth in the private 

sector, posed threats to food security due to a decline in agricultural production, and burdened 

cross-border trade with restrictions on movement, goods, and services. More specifically, while a 

national or regional economy is always impacted by an epidemic or a pandemic, some sectors of 

the economy are hit harder than others. 

 

 
Key Terms  

1. Refugees: are people who have fled war, violence, conflict or persecution and have 

crossed an international border to find safety in another country. They often have had to 

flee with little more than the clothes on their back, leaving behind homes, possessions, 

jobs and loved ones. 

2. Contingency: a future event or circumstance which is possible but cannot be predicted 

with certainty. 

3. Persecution: is the act of harassing or oppressing a person or a group of people, 

especially because of their identity. Throughout history, people have faced persecution 
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because of their religion, race, ethnicity, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and many 

other factors. 

4. Asylum: is a place of retreat and security 

5. Refugee Camps: are temporary settlements built to receive refugees and people in 

refugee-like situations. 

6. Aid Agencies: are organizations dedicated to distributing aid be it monetary, medical, or 

food aid. 

 

 
 

Key Questions  
1. How does COVID-19 affect refugee camps and how will it affect them in the future? 

2. What are some things that could be done to make sure refugees and refugee camps are 

prepared to handle the virus? 

3. How can we limit the spread of COVID-19 after it infiltrated a camp? 

4. What are some precautionary measures that can be taken by refugees given their situation 

inside the camps? 

 

 


